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15 May 2019 
 
 
Dear Ms McAlpine  
 
I wrote to you and to the Convener of the Finance and Constitution Committee on 8 May to 
alert your committees to the seventeenth meeting of the Joint Ministerial Committee on EU 
Negotiations [JMC (EN)] on 9 May.  I am now writing to report on the Scottish Government’s 
actions at that meeting and provide you with a copy of the Joint Communique agreed at the 
meeting. 
 
The other Ministers attending were: 
 

 From the UK Government: The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for 
the Cabinet Office, Rt Hon David Lidington MP; The Secretary of State for Scotland, Rt 
Hon David Mundell MP; the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Wales, Lord 
Bourne of Aberystwyth; and the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the 
Department for Exiting the European Union, Robin Walker MP. 

 

 From the Welsh Government: The Counsel General and Brexit Minister, Jeremy Miles 
AM. 
 

In the absence of Ministers from the Northern Ireland Executive, a senior civil servant from the 
Northern Ireland Civil Service was in attendance. 
 
This was the first formal meeting of the JMC (EN) since the UK was granted a longer extension 
to the Article 50 period, which could run until the 31 October 2019. I welcomed this extension, 
but made clear that this time must be used productively; by the UK Government seeking a 
new way forward by reaching genuine compromise. I also said that any deal agreed by 
Parliament must be put back to the people in a second EU referendum.   
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I sought an update with regards to the talks between the UK Government and the Labour 
Party, and reiterated the Scottish Government’s view that these talks should have included 
devolved administrations from the outset. 
 
In relation to the role of the devolved administrations in the next phase of negotiations, I made 
clear that the Prime Minister’s commitment to an “enhanced role” for the devolved 
administrations has not yet been felt. To exemplify this, I raised the concern that the UK 
Government has not been involving the Scottish Government directly in key policy decisions 
about potential domestic alternatives to the future Horizon Europe programme.   
 
Furthermore, I re-emphasised my concern that the proposed temporary leave to remain 
arrangements in a no deal scenario, currently set at three years, amounts to direct 
discrimination against Scottish institutions and seriously disadvantages EU citizens looking to 
study in Scotland, as the typical length of a Scottish undergraduate degree is four years. I 
urged the UK Government to hold to previous assurances and treat this issue seriously. 
 
The committee also discussed the proposed common frameworks. I welcomed the continuing 
good progress but reiterated that any new and additional restrictions on the powers of the 
devolved administrations and legislatures within devolved areas would be unacceptable. I also 
drew the Committee’s attention to the recent report of the Finance and Constitution committee 
on frameworks. 
 
I attach the Joint Communiqué which was agreed at the meeting. 
 
I have copied this letter to the Convener of the Education and Skills Committee for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MICHAEL RUSSELL 
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JOINT MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE (EU NEGOTIATIONS) COMMUNIQUE 

 

9 May 2019 

 

 

The seventeenth Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations) met today at 70 Whitehall in 

London. The meeting was chaired by the Rt Hon David Lidington MP, Chancellor of the Duchy 

of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office.  

 

The attending Ministers were: 

 

From the UK Government: The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the 

Cabinet Office, Rt Hon David Lidington MP; The Secretary of State for Scotland, Rt Hon 

David Mundell MP; the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Wales, Lord Bourne of 

Aberystwyth; and the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for Exiting the 

European Union, Robin Walker MP. 

 

From the Scottish Government: The Cabinet Secretary for Government Business and 

Constitutional Relations, Michael Russell MSP. 

 

From the Welsh Government: The Counsel General and Brexit Minister, Jeremy Miles AM. 

 

A senior official from the Northern Ireland Civil Service attended the meeting due to the 

continued absence of a Northern Ireland Executive. 

 

The Chair and the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for Exiting the 

European Union provided an update on the UK’s exit from the EU, including a discussion on 

recent developments and the Committee discussed the role of the devolved administrations in 

the next phase. 

 

The Committee also discussed domestic issues, including an update on common frameworks 

following publication of the revised Common Frameworks Analysis on 4 April. 
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